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History 
The Jewish cemetery in Hohenems is just as old as the first settlement of Jewish people in 1617, when Earl 
Kaspar of Hohenems welcomed 12 Jewish families from Southern Germany and Switzerland (Rheineck) into his 
dominion. He therefore assigned a piece of land to them in the so-called ‚Schwefel‘ (sulphur) at the end of the 
town which they could use for Jewish burials.

The cemetery is located at a timbered slope of the ‚Schwefelberg‘ (sulphur mountain). There might be more 
than 500 graves in total. 370 gravestones remain preserved up to now. In contrast to Christian tradition, a gra-
ve may only be allocated once in Judaism. The soil surrounding the deceased person is respected as the proper-
ty of that person. The fact that Jewish graves are indissoluble, makes Jewish cemeteries of cultural and historical 
interest.

In 1938, the cemetery was confiscated by the local national socialist authorities and subsequently „arianised“. 
In the autumn of 1938, many tombstones were desecrated. After the end of World War II, the cemetery was res-
tituted to the Jewish congregation of Innsbruck. Meanwhile, it is owned by a Swiss association that was founded 
by descendants of former Jewish families in 1954. Up until today, the Jewish cemetery of Hohenems is used as a 
burial place. It has been under a preservation order since 1967.

Jewish tradition knows many religious laws that emphasize respect for the dead:
- A cemetery must not be visited on Shabbat (Friday to Saturday evening)
- Men must wear a head covering
- Wood and hay must not be gained from the cemetery

Individual visits to the museum
Address: Römerstraße 15, 6845 Hohenems
The cemetery gates are locked. Visitors may get the key for the side entrance in the Jewish Museum  
(by depositing an ID card).

Jewish Museum Hohenems
Villa Heimann-Rosenthal, Schweizer Strasse 5, A-6845 Hohenems
Phone 0043-(0)5576-73989-0
E-mail: office@jm-hohenems.at

Hours of opening museum and café
Tuesday to Sunday including bank holidays 10.00-17.00
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